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DATE CHANGED!  The workshop originally scheduled for September has 
been rescheduled for Oct. 25. 

"Get Their Name" Workshop on Evangelism/Church Growth HERE at our 
church starting at 9:30 until 3pm - See the pastor if interested...Which 
the pastor hopes will be at least one or two...$20 cost.  Actual Cost: $45 

(half picked up by New York Annual Conference) 

REMEMBERING BISHOP MARTIN D. McLEE 
The sudden death of Bishop McLee in September took all of us by 
surprise. He has been such a vital and exciting presence in our 
midst. Those who went to the event at the East Norwich Church in 
February saw a lively, fun loving, creative (even doing some 
Christian rap with us), engaging bishop who was encouraging his 
church community to find and develop new life and new ministry 
in each church family. He brought our diverse Conference to-
gether and inspired us with his vision and leadership. He was here too briefly and 
his energy and vision will be greatly missed. 
However, the New York Annual Conference most move ahead. During his time of 
leave, Bishop Neil Irons has been “filling in” from his residence in Pennsylvania. 
But his time with us will come to an end with the conclusion of this year. With great 
joy, though I want to announce to you that we will have another interim, retired 
bishop for the next one and a half years. Bishop Jane Middleton, who comes from 
this conference as we elevated to bishop eight years ago (and lives in Connecticut) 
will be our bishop. She is both respected and appreciated for the skills she shared 
with us as a leader here before she left and we are very blessed to have her as our 
new Episcopal leader. I look forward to her leadership in this time of transition. 
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                               UNITED  METHODIST  WOMEN  MEETING                                UNITED  METHODIST  WOMEN  MEETING                                UNITED  METHODIST  WOMEN  MEETING                                UNITED  METHODIST  WOMEN  MEETING     
October meeting will be Wednesday the 15th 7:00pm in Fellowship Hall.  

The meeting with be Nominations and a Pledge Service with   refresh-

ments by Grace and Gail.  Please try to attend we love to see our group 

meet.  

 

“AS THE LEAVES TURN” 

(TO MISQUOTE A MUCH WATCHED SOAP) 

We have moved into the fall season and with it cooler weather. Joe Baumgartner reminded all 

of us at our Administrative Council meeting in September that this, of course, will bring with 

it fuel (and maybe snow) bills. This is a request for those who have not kept up with their 

commitments over the summer to try to do so now and for the rest of us to “dig a little 

deeper” if we can as we enter these cooler months. The Finance Committee/Stewardship 

Committee will be meeting soon to consider our fall pledge/giving drive. We all face the reali-

ties of higher costs and limited funds, however, preparatory to those conversations, we hope 

you will begin to pray for our ministry here at WUMC and consider both the part you can 

play and the giving you can afford to sustain Christ’s ministry through this congregation.  

MORE PLANNING – BUT WHERE’S THE ACTION?? 

THIS CONCERN HAS BEEN RAISED ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS AND BY A 

VARIETY OF PEOPLE AROUND A VARIETY OF ISSUES. OLD JOKES ABOUT 

CHURCH COMMITTEES TRYING TO ACCOMPLISH THINGS COME TO MIND. 

WE ARE ALWAYS MUCH BETTER AND MORE CONTENT AT GATHERING TO 

“ENVISION” THE FUTURE RATHER THAN CREATE IT. WHETHER WE TALK 

ABOUT WORSHIP, MISSION, EVANGELISM, OR SPIRITUAL NURTURE INAC-

TION IS THE BANE OF OUR EXISTENCE.  

AND YET…WE STILL NEED TO DO SOME OF THE ENVISIONING TO MAKE DECISION ABOUT WHERE 

WE NEED TO ACT IN THE PRESENT. TOWARD THAT END WE HAD A MEETING IN SEPTEMBER TO 

RAISE UP POSSIBLE ACTION AND CHANGE IN THE ABOVE NOTED AREAS. DUE TO THE DEATH OF 

BISHOP McLEE AND A VARIETY OF OTHER ISSUES, THE SMALL COMMITTEE GATHERINGS DID NOT 

HAPPEN FOR FOLLOW-UP…THESE WILL MEET IN OCTOBER SO THAT WE CAN BEGIN TO PUT INTO 

ACTION OUR 2014-15 MINISTRY EFFORTS. 

LISTEN FOR CALLS TO GATHER FOR THE COMMITTEES WHICH YOU VOLUNTEERED TO BE ON (AND 

IF YOU WERE NOT PRESENT TO VOLUNTEER FOR WORSHIP, MISSION, GROWTH OR CHRISTIAN 

NURTURE COMMITTEES FEEL FREE TO JOIN THE REST OF US) AND LOOK FOR REPORTS AND “CALLS 

TO ACTION”. WE LOOK FORWARD TO HAVING ACTIVE AND CREATIVE MINISTRY IN THE COMING 

YEAR!   
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FINDING STRENGTH FOR “SUCH A TIME AS THIS”FINDING STRENGTH FOR “SUCH A TIME AS THIS”FINDING STRENGTH FOR “SUCH A TIME AS THIS”FINDING STRENGTH FOR “SUCH A TIME AS THIS”    

 The middle of September brought with it a TV miniseries 

you might have watched, Ken Brown’s “The Roosevelts”. As a 

student of history and particularly interested in the three main 

characters (Teddy, Franklin and Eleanor), I was drawn to it. As it 

moved through FDR’s life it came to that defining moment at the 

beginning of his presidency. The American people were facing a 

drought and dustbowl in the Midwest, the third year of the Great 

Depression (with 25% unemployment) and then, in addition to all that, a growing number of 

bank closures following “runs on the bank” where people lost all of their financial resources 

literally overnight. In the midst of all of this, Roosevelt gives a speech with one of his most 

famous lines, “The only thing we have to fear is fear itself.” The commentator notes that this 

did not really say anything and that the people did have large issues they had to face which 

were causing realistic fear. But, even granting that, Roosevelt, from a good Hudson Valley 

Episcopal family, was on to something. Fear has its own energy and power. Fear can move us 

to make irrational and sudden choices. It can cause us to even work against our own interests. 

 In our day, we too face large issues that cause serious concern and even fear. Even as I 

write this letter, ISIS is seizing more lands and causing hundreds of thousands to seek refuge in 

other countries; hundreds of thousands of others have gathered around the world to express 

deep concern for a much slower moving threat…but in the end a greater one, the changing of 

the earth’s climate; and the news just reported that, in three months’ time,  possibly as many as 

a million people will have been infected with the Ebola virus and most of those will have died 

from an illness that has no cure (as of yet) and which, like terrorists and climate change, can 

slip quietly across all boundaries and borders. It is a fearful time in which to live! 

 Yet, we do have tools with which to respond (and here I am not talking about missiles, 

bombers, vaccines, and renewable energy sources – though all of these play a current role in 

each crisis). We have an internal tool with which to find strength and it is, of course FAITH IN 

A RISEN CHRIST.  Don’t mistake me, I am not talking about disengagement . . .  “we do not 

have to worry because in the end we have Jesus and so let happen what will happen”. Rather, I 

would speak of a deeply rooted faith in a God whose love “will not let us go” – from which, 

Paul writes “nothing can separate us”. The antidote to fear, I believe, is serious, active, and 

sustained relationship to the One whom we call our “Rock”, our “Shield”, our “Shepherd”.  

 The Christian community, including our church in this place, has a very special gift to 

offer our world in this time. It is not an escape from fear. It is not a special strength to do battle  



�

5 

with any of these very different enemies. It is neither something that enables quicker flight nor 

more effective  weapons with which  to fight (the two usual alternatives). What we have is a 

message of hope and compassion based on the strength of those who move in faith…who trust 

in a God who will see us through…strength beyond us and within us…strength of community 

bound together in a story of ultimate victory over death. 

 This message is strange to the ears of modern, scientific minds. The world outside  

faith communities (of any of the world religions) tend only to pin their hopes on outward, veri-

fiable truths – what can be observed, measured, and repeated. But Christianity’s power is from 

within…from the place where fear also often resides. However, unlike fear, it does not feed off 

of anger and anxiety but off of compassion and hope. It is neither found suddenly nor does it 

disappear quickly (like fear). It is something we must cultivate and develop with prayer, reflec-

tion, connecting with our scripture and by sharing our life stories with one another (and those 

beyond our walls).  Our evangelism is not about our church membership but it is unquestiona-

bly about our spreading the good news of God’s persistent presence. 

 The month of November will begin, as always, with the celebration of All Saints’ Day; 

our homage to all those who went before us in faith; people who faced the dangers and crises 

of their time and their world with faith, who lived out of their hope not their fear: martyrs and 

missionaries, pioneers and evangelists, new converts in inhospitable lands and doctors bringing 

healing in strange lands (much as now). As we go forward in “such a time as this” (to use our 

Annual Conference phrase) may we be diligent in tapping the sources of our religion so that 

we, like those before us, may move in faith not fear and be a sign of hope for others. 

Blessings! 

Pastor Erik 

 

 

 

 

Our fellowship’s Charge Conference has been moved to               

Monday, December 22nd. 

Keep an eye out for the coming schedule for that night. 

 (...and by the way, the answer is…”yes.”) 
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Stewardship … is a way of life! 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

Once again I was moved by words shared in The Upper Room the last two days.  Both of 

these meditations were from people witnessing to the power of prayer. 

 On September 28
th

, Tom Gregg wrote about the power of a prayer blanket ministry.  

He had fallen and was to undergo surgery.   

“Before I had surgery, members of my church made a prayer blanket for me. When 
church members, friends, and family prayed for me, they tied a knot along the 
edge of the prayer blanket. I took my prayer blanket to the hospital and asked my 
medical team to tie a prayer knot in it. Some tied a braided knot. My surgeon tied a 
surgeon’s knot, one that is used to secure stitches. Most people tied a granny knot. 
Some prayed for me aloud; others closed their eyes and prayed silently. A woman 
from El Salvador prayed in Spanish and cried as she prayed. Their prayers were 
uplifting. I could feel the spirit of the Lord moving with each tied knot. Sometimes, 
when I was feeling a lot of pain, I held the knots in the blanket, knowing that each 
knot represented someone’s prayer for me. My recovery will take nine months. 
During that time I will continue to pray for those who prayed for me, counting 
each knot as I do.” 

The next day’s devotion concerned a family that had been packing with excitement to move 

into a new house when unexpectedly the husband’s job was eliminated 2 days after the 

move.  

“I did not know where to turn for help, so we all sat down and prayed. That time 
together brought us closer to one another. After that, our love for the Lord and for 
each other became stronger day by day. After I had been unemployed for over two 
months, God opened new opportunities that I had never imagined before.”    
The meditation concluded, “When we do not understand how God is working in 
our lives, we can pray and trust that God can work bad things for good. God can 
make something beautiful out of a difficult situation.” 

I have heard the question posed, “Why is it necessary to pray if God already knows eve-

rything that is on our minds?”  I believe that being in prayer makes us more aware of 

the situation for which we are praying and what God would have us do.  For example, 

when we are praying for someone, thinking about them and their concerns may prompt  

“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give 

thanks in all circumstances; for this is the 
will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18  
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The Serenity Prayer 
 

God grant me the serenity 
To accept the things I  cannot change;  
Courage to change the things I  can;  
And wisdom to know the difference.  

Living one day at  a  time;  
Enjoying one moment at a t ime;  

Accepting hardships as the pathway to peace;  
Taking,  as He did, this  sinful world 

As it  is ,  not  as I  would have i t ;  
Trusting that  He will  make al l  things right 

If  I  surrender to His Will ;  
So that  I  may be reasonably happy in this  l ife  

And supremely happy with Him 
Forever and ever in the next.  

Amen. 
 

us to call them and the call may be just what they needed.  Or it may get us to thinking of what 

we as individuals, or as the Church, can do to help them.  Are these God’s answers to our 

prayers?  I think so.  

 As the Bible tells us, we should “pray without ceasing” – not only for others, but for our church 

and for ourselves.  Praying for ourselves is probably the hardest.  But if we truly want to grow 

spiritually (and this is necessary for our church to grow), we have to continually ask God what 

He or She would have us do?  What makes praying for ourselves the most difficult may well be 

that we really are afraid of what those answers might be!   But if we really want our church 

(that’s us!) to fulfill its true purpose – going into the world and making disciples of Jesus Christ 

– we must be ready and eager to grow spiritually.   

I have found that using The Upper Room is a good way start each morning.  This accomplishes 

three things:  having me use the Bible to look up and read the referenced scripture; reading the 

devotion (each written by someone like you and me); and then spending time in conversation 

with God.  Why not try using The Upper Room?  Pick up a copy at church this Sunday, or if you 

use a computer go online and have The Upper Room waiting for you every morning.  This is 

what I do. 

 

Yours in His service, 

Bob Christie , Lay Leader 
    ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

“Let us not become weary in doing good,  

for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we 
do not give up.” 

Galatians 6:9 (NIV) 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO OUR AUTUMN CELEBRANTS: 

 Karen Rockwood  10/11   ~   Genevieve TenBrock  10/16 

Julian Samaroo  10/19   ~   Ed Ruppmann  10/24 

Jim Rockwood  10/26   ~   Henry Klosowski (the younger) 10/30 

[Is your name not listed here this month?  That means we don’t have record of your special date[s].  

Contact the office and we will make updates for next year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

    

    

    

    

    

WORKSHOP:  BEYOND THWORKSHOP:  BEYOND THWORKSHOP:  BEYOND THWORKSHOP:  BEYOND THE HANGING OF THE GREENSE HANGING OF THE GREENSE HANGING OF THE GREENSE HANGING OF THE GREENS        ~  ~  ~  ~  
Saturday, Nov. 1, 2014Saturday, Nov. 1, 2014Saturday, Nov. 1, 2014Saturday, Nov. 1, 2014    

    

PARISH  RESOURCE  CENTER, PARISH  RESOURCE  CENTER, PARISH  RESOURCE  CENTER, PARISH  RESOURCE  CENTER,     

89 Hallock Landing Rd., Rocky Point  1177889 Hallock Landing Rd., Rocky Point  1177889 Hallock Landing Rd., Rocky Point  1177889 Hallock Landing Rd., Rocky Point  11778    

    

Led by Margaret Berglund   ~   Materials Fee:  $10Led by Margaret Berglund   ~   Materials Fee:  $10Led by Margaret Berglund   ~   Materials Fee:  $10Led by Margaret Berglund   ~   Materials Fee:  $10    
    

For churches, the “Hanging of the Greens” means it is the Christmas season, but why For churches, the “Hanging of the Greens” means it is the Christmas season, but why For churches, the “Hanging of the Greens” means it is the Christmas season, but why For churches, the “Hanging of the Greens” means it is the Christmas season, but why 

stop there.  Churches have brought Praise music, bands and PowerPoint into their sanc-stop there.  Churches have brought Praise music, bands and PowerPoint into their sanc-stop there.  Churches have brought Praise music, bands and PowerPoint into their sanc-stop there.  Churches have brought Praise music, bands and PowerPoint into their sanc-

tuaries, yet few have really begun to explore the sensory tuaries, yet few have really begun to explore the sensory tuaries, yet few have really begun to explore the sensory tuaries, yet few have really begun to explore the sensory –––– especially visual  especially visual  especially visual  especially visual –––– possibilities  possibilities  possibilities  possibilities 

that they could employ.  How can we design a display for Christmas in a way that trans-that they could employ.  How can we design a display for Christmas in a way that trans-that they could employ.  How can we design a display for Christmas in a way that trans-that they could employ.  How can we design a display for Christmas in a way that trans-

forms our worship into a deeper spiritual experience?  For example, display a prickly holly forms our worship into a deeper spiritual experience?  For example, display a prickly holly forms our worship into a deeper spiritual experience?  For example, display a prickly holly forms our worship into a deeper spiritual experience?  For example, display a prickly holly 

wreath with its blood red berries on a cross behind the manager scene at Christmas. In wreath with its blood red berries on a cross behind the manager scene at Christmas. In wreath with its blood red berries on a cross behind the manager scene at Christmas. In wreath with its blood red berries on a cross behind the manager scene at Christmas. In 

one image the story of Christmas has been transcended and we are reminded of the eter-one image the story of Christmas has been transcended and we are reminded of the eter-one image the story of Christmas has been transcended and we are reminded of the eter-one image the story of Christmas has been transcended and we are reminded of the eter-

nal link between the stories of the manager and the cross. Explore with me using imagery nal link between the stories of the manager and the cross. Explore with me using imagery nal link between the stories of the manager and the cross. Explore with me using imagery nal link between the stories of the manager and the cross. Explore with me using imagery 

at Christmas to enhance your congregation’s worship experience. Each participant will at Christmas to enhance your congregation’s worship experience. Each participant will at Christmas to enhance your congregation’s worship experience. Each participant will at Christmas to enhance your congregation’s worship experience. Each participant will 

complete a visual image to share at their church.     Preregistration is required for this complete a visual image to share at their church.     Preregistration is required for this complete a visual image to share at their church.     Preregistration is required for this complete a visual image to share at their church.     Preregistration is required for this 

event by October 27. To register call 631event by October 27. To register call 631event by October 27. To register call 631event by October 27. To register call 631----821821821821----2255. 2255. 2255. 2255.     
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~    

CHURCH COFFEE HOUR HOST SCHEDULE: 
10/5  Grace & Gail  ~  10/12  Nuch & Bob 

10/19  John, Viola, Gen  ~  10/26  Dot & Karl 

GREETER’S SCHEDULE: 
10/5  Viola Gardiner & Genevieve TenBrock 

10/12  Judith Lowry  ~  10/19  Ken & Suzanne McCartney 
10/29  Edna Fichter 
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This year’s SHARE THE HARVEST: 

LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR raised funds to 

support the LICC’s Emergency Food 

and Family Support programs and to 

help us advocate for the alleviation of 

the causes of hunger and poverty on 

Long Island. Our guests’ needs are the 

basis for our advocacy programs. We 

feed more than 23,000 hungry Long 

Islanders a year and help another 

15,000 with additional Family Support. 

Although food is typically the presenting need, we invariably surface other needs including 

housing, transportation, utilities, fuel, prescriptions, eyeglasses, information and referral 

services, and more.  

WORLD WIDE COMMUNION SUNDAY 

The first Sunday in October (this year the 5th) is des-

ignated in the larger church as World Communion 

Sunday. It is a time to celebrate of Christian bonds 

across the globe. Bonds that remind us that our first 

allegiance goes far beyond our local church, our de-

nomination, our nation, our race…it is a serious 

commitment to be the Body of Christ in the world. 

As we did last year, we will do some things during 

the worship service to note the day. We will also have a guest preacher for the day. The 

Rev. Tom Goodhue, Executive Director of the Long Island Council of Churches and an 

ordained United Methodist clergyperson, will be sharing from his experiences in the 

care of the poor on Long Island. We will have a light luncheon/reception afterwards and 

he will share further thoughts on how we can better care for the poor of Long Island 

both as individuals and as churches. 

There is a seated walker for anyone who needs one.                        There is a seated walker for anyone who needs one.                        There is a seated walker for anyone who needs one.                        There is a seated walker for anyone who needs one.                        
It's in great condition. It's in great condition. It's in great condition. It's in great condition.     

Contact George Valente: 516Contact George Valente: 516Contact George Valente: 516Contact George Valente: 516----935935935935----7224722472247224    
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Prayer Group intercedes Prayer Group intercedes Prayer Group intercedes Prayer Group intercedes for the needs expressed within or without our 
congregation.   
 
We need to feel the prayers of the church family interceding for us. 
 
We meet, faithfully. every Thursday morning at 7:30 for worship, 
prayer, and partaking of the Lord's Supper:  
Rev. Erik,   Gloria Kegg,   Joe Baumgartner,   Margie  Neiland,    
Suzanne McCartney,   Ken McCartney,   Grace Brust,   Bob Christie,  
Sam Dupont,   Ernst LaCombe,   Dorothy Blasingame. 

Please keep these people in your daily prayers: 
3 children: Donna, Salvador & Nicholas; Diane Lewis; The Family of Linda Adney; Gina 
Christie; Joseph Imbo; Anne-Regina; Kevin Fisher; Ann Fisher; Rosemary Mitthauer; Family 
of Guido Dire; George Greifenberger; Kenneth Okvist; Rev. Art Yost; Cooper Klosowski; 
Doris Ingman; Keith Muhleman; Donna Popik; Ashita Bhatia; James Kilbride; Nick & Family; 
Family of Bishop Martin McLee; Joan Serchak; Victoria Harkness; Keith Muhleman; Linda & 
Sonny Adney; Doug Roth; Margaret Small-DelVecchio; Charles Millner; Jack Alford; Janice 
Brown; Marguerite Walker; Janet Seccafico. 

For those who remember the late Betsy Stinson, who was beloved here and had a 
wonderful history at WUMC starting in the early 1950s, her family has this message 
for you:  in her memory, you may to send any desired offerings or gifts to the 
church she was most involved in during the latter years of her great and full life:  
 

Keene Valley Congregational UCC Church 
Po Box 27, Keene Valley, NY 12943 
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ALL SAINTS SUNDAY    ~   NOVEMBER 2, 2014 

 
All Saints Sunday offers each of us, each of our families, to take stock of 
the blessings we have received by loved ones who have journeyed from 
this reality into the next. Like each family, this church is built upon the 
gifts and lives of the “saints” who came before us. Please use this form to 
remember and give thanks for the blessings of these lives. 
 
On Sunday, November 2, we’ll celebrate All Saints Sunday.  Please use 
the form below to list the names of loved ones who have returned to the 
Lord. 
 
As we’ll be lighting a candle for your group of names, would you please 
attach $5.00 to cover the cost of the candle? Then, return the filled out 
form to the church office or place it in the offering plate with payment at-
tached by Sunday, October 26th.  The remainder of all funds will go to the 
ministry of The INN.  Following the service, your candle may be taken 
home, as a loving reminder of your loved ones. 
 
Questions? Call Pastor Erik (516) 802-2369. 
 
ALL SAINTS DAY CANDLE  
 Name ____________________________________________ 
 Telephone # _______________________________________ 
 E-mail ___________________________________________ 
 Names to be read (please print clearly):  
 ______________________________(relationship)_________ 
 ______________________________(relationship)_________ 
 ______________________________(relationship)_________ 
  
□ I attach $5.00 for each candle.  

(Cash is requested, or see Pastor Erik.  If mailing, please send check.) 
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TICKETS:  
Individual:  $69 pp [$20  per ticket tax-deductible] 

Group Rate (Minimum of 10):  $64 pp  
[$15 per ticket tax-deductible] 

 
Information or to purchase tickets with your credit card 

Call 631-821-2255 or e-mail:  info@prcli.org 
 

Pay online by Visa, MC or e-check at www.prcli.org 
 

Make checks payable to PRC (note on memo line EVITA) 
and send to  

PRC, 89 Hallock Landing Rd., Rocky Point, NY 11778 
 

An evening of theater at the John W. Engeman Theater 
celebrating PRC’s expanded service to 

LI faith communities through our “satellite” arrangement with  
the Presbytery of Long Island. 

located at 42 Hauppauge Rd., Commack, NY 

 

 

* Valet Parking Available 
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